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Tomorrow, Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu will come to this 
Chamber to share his perspective on 
the threats posed by a nuclear Iran. 
Some of my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle have complained that 
the speech is somehow out of line or for 
political purposes only. They have 
pledged to boycott the event, and the 
Vice President has refused to attend. 

Mr. Speaker, I remain greatly dis-
turbed by the way the Obama adminis-
tration has treated Israel, our greatest 
and most important ally in the Middle 
East. I suspect the real reason the 
Obama administration is so opposed to 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s speech is 
because they are afraid of what he is 
going to say. They know he will speak 
the truth and that his statements will 
stand in direct contrast to what is 
being said by Secretary of State Kerry. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu won’t hide 
the real issues. These nuclear talks 
threaten not only Israel, but also the 
Middle East and the entire world. 

Last summer, I traveled to the Mid-
dle East with the Armed Services Com-
mittee. During that trip, we met with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, and he 
really impressed me. He has a clear vi-
sion and message about his country’s 
defensive needs, and he is very deter-
mined to meet those needs. 

Mr. Speaker, Israel is our strongest 
and most consistent ally in the Middle 
East. We should listen to what they 
have to say. 

f 

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, today 
is March 2, 2015. March 2, 1836, marked 
the beginning of what would become 
the Republic of Texas. Today on that 
day, 59 men signed the Declaration of 
Independence from Mexico and created 
the Republic of Texas. The events of 
January through April of 1836 are rel-
atively significant, and I will walk 
through some of this history. 

I stand here today to honor the in-
credible events of those days and the 
179 years of Texas experience that I am 
proud to be a part of. It is a great 
honor to be able to have been born in 
Texas and to claim a part of that in-
credible legacy. 

One of the signature events of the 
Texas revolution with Mexico, of 
course, was the battle of the Alamo, 
which began on February 23, 1836, 
where Colonel William Barret Travis 
began to gather men at the Alamo. 

Mr. Speaker, I include for the 
RECORD a transcription of his letter 
written to the people of Texas and all 
Americans on February 24. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS & ALL AMERICANS 
IN THE WORLD: Fellow citizens & com-
patriots—I am besieged, by a thousand or 
more of the Mexicans under Santa Anna—I 
have sustained a continual Bombardment & 
cannonade for 24 hours & have not lost a 
man. The enemy has demanded a surrender 

at discretion, otherwise, the garrison are to 
be put to the sword, if the fort is taken—I 
have answered the demand with a cannon 
shot, & our flag still waves proudly from the 
walls. I shall never surrender or retreat. 
Then, I call on you in the name of Liberty, 
of patriotism & everything dear to the Amer-
ican character, to come to our aid, with all 
dispatch—The enemy is receiving reinforce-
ments daily & will no doubt increase to three 
or four thousand in four or five days. If this 
call is neglected, I am determined to sustain 
myself as long as possible & die like a soldier 
who never forgets what is due to his own 
honor & that of his country—Victory or 
Death. 

WILLIAM BARRET TRAVIS, 
Lt. Col. comdt. 

P.S. The Lord is on our side—When the 
enemy appeared in sight we had not three 
bushels of corn—We have since found in de-
serted houses 80 or 90 bushels & got into the 
walls 20 or 30 head of Beeves. 

Travis. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Travis and his other 
fellows stood watch at the Alamo from 
February 23 until March 6. As they 
were fighting and looking at their ulti-
mate death, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was signed on March 2. Four 
days later, Santa Anna, with the Mexi-
can Army, overran the Alamo and 
killed every single one of the defenders 
there. 

There are other events, such as the 
massacre at Goliad in which Santa 
Anna ordered the murder and execu-
tion of 400-plus Texans who had been a 
part of that fight. It was cold-blooded, 
it was ruthless, and it was unnecessary, 
but Santa Anna chose to take those 
steps specifically on his order on more 
than one occasion. And then, culmi-
nating on the 21st of April, the Battle 
of San Jacinto took place, in which 
Santa Anna and his entire army were 
surrounded by Texans in a decisive vic-
tory in which very few Texans lost 
their lives. Santa Anna was defeated, 
and the Texas experience—our inde-
pendence—was secured with that bat-
tle. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor today the men 
and women who stood that ground, 
that hallowed ground, at the Alamo, at 
Goliad, San Jacinto, and other battles 
across Texas. They were stouthearted; 
they were resolute; they were self-suffi-
cient; they were independent; they 
loved freedom; they loved independ-
ence; and as a result of that, they cre-
ated Texas, an experience that has now 
gone on for some 179 years. There were 
almost 9 of these years in which Texas 
was the Republic of Texas, becoming a 
part of the United States in 1846 under 
that proud Lone Star Flag that we still 
fly today. 

My purpose here this afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker, is to call attention to the 
Declaration of Independence, and, more 
importantly, call attention to the faith 
that the men and women had in free-
dom and liberty and were willing to 
put their lives on the line. Many of 
those lives were lost in the fight for 
freedom and to create Texas. I am 
proud to call myself a Texan. 

I ask God to continue to bless Texas, 
and I ask God to continue to bless the 
United States of America. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LOUDERMILK) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

At the beginning of a new workweek, 
we use this moment to be reminded of 
Your presence, and to tap the resources 
needed by the Members of this people’s 
House to do their work as well as it can 
be done. 

May they be led by Your spirit in the 
decisions they make. May they possess 
Your power as they steady themselves 
amid the pressures of persistent prob-
lems. 

May their faith in You deliver them 
from tensions that tear the House 
apart, and from worries that might 
wear them out. 

All this day, and through the week, 
may they do their best to find solu-
tions to pressing issues facing our Na-
tion. Please hasten the day when jus-
tice and love shall dwell in the hearts 
of all peoples, and rule the affairs of 
the nations of Earth. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CASS BALLENGER 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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